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          Green Building Factsheet

BUILDINGS consume over 70% of energy use and produce nearly 40% of global warming emissions in the United States.  That’s why it is so important to “green” our buildings.  Energy-efficient green buildings save energy, lower energy costs, reduce pollution, and create good jobs.  
Benefits of Green Buildings
When compared to conventional buildings, Green Buildings:
· Consume 26% less energy
· Account for 33% fewer greenhouse gas emissions
· Require 13% lower maintenance costs
· Yield 27% higher occupant satisfaction
Source: 1GSA Public Buildings Service. “Assessing green building performance: A post occupancy evaluation of 12 GSA buildings” (2008).

Green Buildings and LEED 

The most widely-accepted green building certification program is LEED, developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, to provide third-party review and verification of the design, construction and operation of green buildings.  LEED Buildings incorporate energy-efficient heating, cooling, lighting, and water systems, and include high-performance insulation, windows, doors and appliances and other sustainable features.  Learn more about LEED at: www.usgbc.org/LEED.

In [CITY], there are approximately [NUMBER] LEED Certified Buildings [Use http://www.usgbc.org/LEED/Project/CertifiedProjectList.aspx?CMSPageID=2477 to find LEED Certified buildings in your community], including [Name of notable building]. [Notable green building name] saves [X dollars and/or percent in energy each year] [Only use this is you can get information].
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Green Building Policies in [CITY/TOWN]
[Describe your city’s current green building policies in one sentence.  Include details on the types of buildings it affects, the year it was established, and the required certification level (if any).  Use http://www.usgbc.org/PublicPolicy/SearchPublicPolicies.aspx?PageID=1776 to search for the green building policies in your community]  

[If your community has no green building policy, use paragraph below] 
[For all to use] To increase the number of green buildings in the [CITY/TOWN], we need to adopt policies that encourage developers, builders, and property-owners to go green.  For [CITY/TOWN], this means [Describe your local policy goal here].
To learn more about model local green building policies, read “Green Buildings for Cool Cities: A Guide for Advancing Local Green Building Policies” at http://coolcities.us/resources/Energy%20Efficiency/GreenBuildingPolicy.pdf 
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Green Building Tour
The green building(s) featured in this tour were/was built in [YEAR] and designed by [architect/designer].  [Describe the building’s function].  In order to achieve [List LEED Certification level], it has/have the following technologies:

[List 3-5 energy and resource efficient notable technologies here].

[REPLACE THIS PICTURE WITH ONE OF TOUR BUILDING]

This/these buildings:

· Reduce energy use by [FILL IN PERCENT and/or DOLLAR SAVINGS]
· Reduce greenhouse emissions by [FILL IN PERCENT OR TONS] 
· [If available, include the cost and annual savings, payback period, return on investment].
The Sierra Club and the U.S. Green Building Council are teaming up nationwide to advocate for local green building.  To find out more about the “Green Buildings for Cool Cities” partnership project, please contact LOCAL NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS OR WEBSITE.  Whether your community will be taking its first step or is looking to strengthen its commitments to green buildings, you can help lead your community towards a healthier, more productive and greener future. 
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