SAMPLE LOCAL GREEN BUILDING TOUR NEWS RELEASE
 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DATE
 
CONTACT:  NAME, PHONE
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS BENEFITS OF GREEN BUILDING IN [NAME OF CITY]
 
NAME OF CITY​--A public tour of a green building in NAME OF CITY today highlighted the local economic and environmental benefits of energy-efficient, sustainable buildings.  Organized by the NAME GROUP of the Sierra Club and the NAME chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council, the tour visited NAME OF BUILDING to see firsthand the realities and potential of high-performing, green building strategies.  
 
The tour was one of dozens around the country, part of the national “Green Buildings for Cool Cities” partnership between the Sierra Club and the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) aimed at helping cities nationwide make green building a key component of their economic and environmental sustainability efforts.
 
At a news conference before the tour, organizers called for expanding green building in NAME OF CITY by implementing NAME OF SPECIFIC POLICY GOAL.  
 
“Our built environment presents a tremendous opportunity as we look for ways to reduce energy costs, and greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution – all while rebuilding our economy through new clean energy jobs,” said NAME, TITLE.  
 
“Green buildings efficiently use energy, water and other natural resources, protect the health of occupants, improve employee productivity and reduce pollution,” said NAME, TITLE.  
 
INSERT ENERGY PERFORMANCE FACTS OF SITE OF GREEN BUILDING TOUR BUILDING, IF AVAILABLE.  By incorporating green building strategies AND OTHER FEATURES OF BUILDING, the X building uses X% less energy, reduces energy costs by X%, and lowers carbon emissions by X%, ACCORDING TO ESTIMATES BY XXX.  Currently, there are approximately X number of green buildings in NAME OF CITY, including X, Y, and Z.  
 
IF AVAILABLE, INSERT QUOTE FROM PUBLIC OFFICIAL CHAMPION
 

(MORE)

Compared to new structures built to conventional construction methods, green buildings can reduce energy consumption by 26% and greenhouse gas emissions by 33%.  Investments in green buildings pay dividends, on average resulting in 6.6% improvement on return on investment, 8% reduction in operating costs, and a 7.5% increase in building value.  Improving the energy performance in existing buildings can reduce energy use by as much as 30% or 40%, with the ability to earn back those investments through lower utility bills over time. (Source:  “Green Building SmartMarket Report” McGraw-Hill Construction, 2006)

The national benchmark for green buildings is USGBC’s LEED green building certification program.  LEED provides third-party verification that a building or community was designed, built and is operated using strategies aimed at improving energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, indoor air quality and other building impacts on environmental and human health. LEED rating systems exist to address all building types – from commercial and institutional buildings to homes and even entire neighborhoods – and lifecycle stages, including new construction and ongoing operations.

Since the launch of LEED in 2000, more than 4,500 buildings have achieved LEED certification.  Currently, more than 200 localities across the U.S. are recognizing LEED as an effective tool for benchmarking their green building policies, and 2,995 local government projects are currently pursuing LEED certification. 
 
Buildings contribute nearly 40% of global warming emissions and consume over 70% of electricity use in the United States.

For more information on the “Green Buildings for Cool Cities” project, see www.coolcities.us and www.usgbc.org.
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